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Cooper Marsh Conservators (CMC) continue to support restoration work at Cooper Marsh in partnership with the Raisin Region 
Conservation Authority (RRCA; owners) and our community partners. These include Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC), South 
Lancaster Fish and Game Club, Cornwall and Area Birding Club (CABC; interpreters at the Visitors Centre) and the River 
Institute in Cornwall (RI; educational programs) and Township of South Glengarry (funding). 
 
Funded by DUC, the 5-year drawdown of the West Marsh that started in 2017 continues. It will remove cattail overgrowth and 
create more open water. In 2019 DUC completed major repairs to the West Marsh ring dyke and the parking area was 
expanded: this was possible by Axalta Coating Systems, the Crabtree Foundation, provincial and federal funding to DUC. 
 
The east boardwalk has been repaired and is open again! A windstorm had damaged the boardwalk and the repairs proved to 
be challenging. Recent weather conditions were favorable for the RRCA to complete the repairs. 
   
With over $83,000 raised by CMC in 2018 from the federal and provincial governments, the Township of South Glengarry and 
the public, 3 large deep ponds were dug in the Main Marsh in January and February 2019. One is visible from the visitors centre 
and connects by a wide winding channel with the eastern perimeter channel. Another pond is in front of the blind by the west 
boardwalk, close by the Visitors Centre. The third is south of the bend in the west boardwalk. 
 
The CMC and CABC assisted RRCA with installing new waterfowl nest boxes in early 2019. The nest boxes provide habitat for 
cavity nesting ducks such as wood ducks, common goldeneye and hooded mergansers. CMC funded installation of a new 
osprey platform (built by RRCA) just south of the Visitors Centre. This will be viewable with an optical zoom camera. RRCA and 
CMC purchased a new 4K HD T.V for viewing footage of the Marsh and to benefit the education programs. 
 
The Visitors Centre has been upgraded. RRCA replaced the shingles with a metal roof and CMC raised funds to replace the 
windowpanes ensuring that new taxidermy and displays are protected from the sun. In 2019, new birds and mammals went on 
display. They include a roughed grouse generously donated by Lorna McKendry. We welcome donations of taxidermy in good 
condition of native, local wildlife for educational displays.  
 
Funding for the Visitors Centre’s camera system, TV and windows ($18,000) was raised in 2019 by CMC from the Counties of 
Stormont, Dundas, Glengarry and City of Cornwall funding programs. In addition, new wildlife displays and cabinets to house 
them are being constructed by expert CMC volunteers, and taxidermist Gary Bray. These will replace ageing faded displays.  
 
Our popular fundraising social events continue in 2020 with the Spring Fling and Silent Auction on May 24th and the Wine and 
Cheese on October 4th, both from 2.00-4.00pm. The AGM will be held at the visitors centre on Sunday, March 10th at 2.00pm. 
 
Volunteers have been busy at the native wildflower botanical station and nursery at Cooper Marsh. This project is led by Dr. 
Philip Fry with Chris Critoph. Wildflowers are being grown from seed and planted mainly in the meadowlands by Route 2. They 
are also available at the Visitors Centre for your garden. 
 
Sandhill Cranes nested again in 2019. Two nesting’ pairs were observed. A Blanding’s turtle was seen along with repeat 
sightings of a bobcat, a member of the lynx family: both are exciting new records for Cooper Marsh. A camera was installed in 
March by CMC to provide visitor demographics. Visitors between mid March and end of October averaged 50 people a day, of 
which 85% were adults. 
 
Youth education is a vital role at Cooper Marsh, and we are proud to support the RRCA and RI in their programs. Together they 
attract over 1000 students a year from local schools who attend the March Break, Summer Camps and field trip programs. CMC 
continues to co-fund the summer student interpreter at the Visitors Centre as well as securing federal funding. 
 
“A Legacy of Cooper Marsh” is a history of the Marsh’s creation, its wildlife, the work of the RRCA and CMC and our partners. 
Conceived by CMC, it was written with staff at RRCA. It will soon be on sale at the Visitors Centre to inform the public and help 
in our fundraising efforts.  
 
For more information, visit rrca.on.ca, click on Cooper Marsh and Conservators and the link to our Facebook page. You can 
contribute to CMC restoration work with secure electronic funding at rrca.on.ca, clicking on CanadaHelps. Include your name, 
address and e-mail so we can recognize your contribution to Cooper Marsh and keep you updated. Tax receipts are issued for 
part of direct donations and for tickets to attend fundraisers. If you are able to help us look after the Marsh, please call Robin 
Poole at 613 347 7673. 


